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Sri G.V.G. Visalakshi College for Women, Udumalpet 

Report on Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) sponsored                                       

A Three Day National Seminar – 15th, 16th &17th March 2023 

Research Department of English, Sri G.V.G. Visalakshi College for Women, organized the 

Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) sponsored A Three Day National Seminar 

titled Indian Diaspora: National Integration Across The Borders on 15th, 16th & 17th March 2023. 

The inaugural session of the seminar was conducted on 15th of March 2023.  

The seminar commenced with the lighting of ceremonial Kuthuvizhakku followed by 

Tamizh Thaai Vazhthu. Secretary Smt. Sumathi Krishnaprasad presided over the inaugural 

function. Dr. D. Sujatha, Head & Associate Professor, Department of English, welcomed the 

gathering. Dr. N. Rajeswari, Principal, in her Presidential Address advised the scholars and              

students to develop their research acumen to compete in the global intellectual arena.                                    

Dr. J. Manjula, Director, delivered the Special Address. 

Inaugural Address 

The Chief Guest Dr. G. Baskaran, Professor of English, School of English & Foreign 

Languages, Gandhigram Rural Institute, Gandhigram, delivered the Key-note address titled 

Blurring the Boundaries: Indian and Sri Lankan Diasporas. He accentuated “literature comes from 

struggles, both within and without.” He gave an overview about Indian and Sri Lankan Diasporic 

writers, the rootedness of their characters and raised concerns about the importance of insisting 

Diasporic writing in down south. He discussed on the emerging genre auto fiction and added about 

post-migration and post-colonial literature. He also deliberated how diaspora is used by many as a 

blanket term and the need those generations of diaspora should be explored under new destinations. 

He ended his presentation by giving a few examples to further elaborate on his talk. 

Dr. Maya Shankar Pandey, Professor of English, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, Dr. 

Rajneesh Kumar Gupta, Assistant Professor, Centre for Diaspora Studies,                     Central 

University of Gujarat and Dr. B. Padmanabhan, Assistant Professor, Department of English and 

Foreign Languages, Bharathiar University, Coimbatore, the resource persons of the technical 

sessions honoured the occasion with their presence. 

Dr. K. Sathyapriya, Assistant Professor of English and convenor of the seminar, proposed 

the vote of thanks. 



 

  

  
 

Chief Guest Dr. G. Baskaran, Resource Persons Dr. Maya Shankar Pandey, Dr. Rajneesh Kumar Gupta,                   

Dr. B. Padmanabhan, Head of the Department Dr. D. Sujatha, Dr. K. Sathyapriya, Assistant Professor of English 

and Convenor of the seminar at the inaugural ceremony. 

Technical Session 1 

Dr. Maya Shankar Pandey, Professor of English, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, honoured 

as the resource person of the session. He addressed on the topic Self, Aesthetics & Identity: The 

Indian Diasporic Experience in English Poetry. He discussed about Indian Diasporic Literature, 

gave an overview about a few works of Indian Diasporic Writers, Finding Indianness when the 

characters in the works are out of India, Detachment, A clear insight of the homeland from their 

perspective, Nostalgia to melancholic, Rootedness and Displacement to rootlessness.   

  
 

Dr. Maya Shankar Pandey addressing on the topic Self, Aesthetics & Identity: The Indian Diasporic Experience in 

English Poetry on 15.03.2023 at the Technical Session 1. 



 

Technical Session 2 

Dr. B. Padmanabhan, Assistant Professor, Department of English and Foreign Languages, 

Bharathiar University, Coimbatore, gave an address on the topic titled Diaspora@75: Narratives 

of Multicultural India. He conversed about transnational communities created by emigration, 

identity crisis, different phases of Diasporic experience, HOME- different connotations, Home 

away from home, Post Independence Diaspora - 1960s, Brain Drain Phenomena, Diaspora from 

Second Generation Perspective, Shocking difference between imagined India and existential India, 

Old Diaspora- promised land - futility of immigration. He also emphasized on differences in the 

narratives of Rushdie, Naipaul and Rohinton, multicultural ideologies, processes of acculturation 

and transculturation and themes of nationalism. He quoted and discussed the works of Anita Desai, 

Jumpa Lahiri, Chitra Banerjee, Meera Alexander and Kiran Desai. 

  
 
Dr. B. Padmanabhan addressing on the topic titled Diaspora@75: Narratives of Multicultural India on 15.03.2023 

at the Technical Session 2. 

Technical Session 3 

Dr. B. Hariharan, Professor, Institute of English, University of Kerala, addressed on the title 

Diaspora : The Need to be at Home. He elaborated on ideas of homeland or a place from where 

the displacement happens, and deals with the narration of harsh journeys taken on by the characters 

due to their expulsion. The themes of Displacement, Existential rootlessness, Nostalgia and Quest 

for identity were discussed. Diaspora is discussed as a journey towards              Self-realization, 

Self-recognition, Self-knowledge and Self-definition. 

  
 



Dr. B. Hariharan facilitating on the topic Diaspora: The Need to be at Home on 16.03.2023                                                 

at the Technical Session 3. 

Technical Session 4 

Dr. Rajneesh Kumar Gupta, Assistant Professor, Centre for Diaspora Studies, Central University 

of Gujarat honoured as the resource person of the session. He addressed on the title Identity 

Retention, Integration & Assimilation in Diaspora: An Indian Perspective. He further dealt about 

Diaspora, Related terminologies, Features of Diaspora and Global Indian Diasporic Evolution, 

Identity Retention, Integration & Assimilation, Indian Diaspora in the context of National 

Awakening and Independence Movement, Indian Engagement with Diaspora. 

  
 

Dr. B. Hariharan facilitating on the topic Diaspora: The Need to be at Home on 16.03.2023                                                 

at the Technical Session 3. 

Technical Session 5 

Dr. Shibily Numan, Assistant Professor, Department of English, Presidency University, 

Bangalore, discussed on the topic titled Vasudev Kutumbakam: National & Cosmopolitanism in 

Diasporic Literature. He highlighted about Indian National Identity Elements, Sense of Belonging, 

a set of shared assumptions about the usefulness of studying the impact of migration, poetics of 

displacement and location, geographical complexities, the questions of border crossings, 

Geographical displacement in the rhetoric of physical and psychological fragmentation. Hybrid 

Subjectivities, The becoming of subjectivities, Creative resistance of cultural amnesia, 

Reassessment of dominant cultural mode are the key areas of the session. 

  



 
Dr. Shibily Numan facilitating on the topic Vasudev Kutumbakam: National & Cosmopolitanism in                   

Diasporic Literature on 16.03.2023 at the Technical Session 4. 

Technical Session 6 

Dr. B. Kathiresan, Professor, Department of English, Thiruvalluvar University, Vellore, discussed 

on Residential Segregation: Patterns & Determinants. He focussed about residential segregation, 

spatial mismatch under residential segregation, religious segregation and communal segregation 

and their impact on society. Partition Poverty, Peasantry, Subjugated Women,  Rural-Urban 

Divide, East-West encounter, Feudal Practices, Casteism, and Communalism in the works of 

Bharati Mukherjee, Anita Desai, Jhumpa Lahiri, Anita Rao Badami, Chitra Banerjee, Manjula 

Padmanabhan, V.S.Naipaul, Salman Rushdie, Amitav Ghosh, Indra Sinha , Kiran Desai, Easterine 

Kire , Meena Alexander, Deepak Unnikrishnan, V.S. Naipaul and  Salman Rushdie were also 

brought to the foreground. 

  
Dr. B. Kathiresan addressing on the topic Residential Segregation: Patterns & Determinants on 17.03.2023                       

at the Technical Session 6. 

Technical Session 7 

Dr. V. P. Rathi, Assistant Professor, Department of English, Mannar Thirumalai Naicker College, 

Madurai, briefed on Indian Diaspora: The Bridge-builders of the World. Literature from Indian 

functioning as a substitute for the homeland on a global platform, the crisis it traverses through 

historical periods and geographies, the psychological connections it encompasses to the home 

away from home, variety of perspectives namely dislocation, marginalization, acculturation, 

Diasporic mobility towards modernity were also discussed in detail.  

  



Dr. V. P. Rathi addressing on the topic entitled Indian Diaspora: The Bridge-builders of the World on 17.03.2023                       

at the Technical Session 7. 

Valedictory Session  

Valedictory Session of the seminar commenced with Thamizhthai Vazhthu.                                

Secretary Smt. Sumathi Krishnaprasad presided over the session and Director Dr. J. Manjula and 

Principal Dr. N. Rajeswari, felicitated the gathering.  

Dr. D. Sujatha, Head & Associate Professor, Department of English welcomed the gathering. 

The Chief Guest Dr. P. Vasuki, Vice Principal, Head & Associate Professor, Convenor of PG and 

Research Department of English, Govt. Thirumagal Mills College, Gudiyatham, delivered the 

valedictory address. She deliberated on prominent diasporic writers who has immersed themselves 

in and studied both worlds of the hyphenated identities.  

She deliberated on how diasporic communities have shaped societies all over the world and how 

hard it is to see how any society can change or evolve without the help of diasporic cultures. She 

added that the beneficiaries of the seminar would sure have had a stimulating and invigorating 

experience; the lessons learnt will stand a good stead in their research acumen that will in turn 

immensely benefit the future research community.  

  

  
 

Faculty members, Research Scholars and Students from more than twenty five colleges turned 

up. Certificates for the category ‘Best Faculty Paper Award’, ‘Best Scholar Paper Award’ and 

‘Best Student Paper Award’ were issued. More than 215 members were benefitted out of this 



seminar. Dr. K. Sathyapriya, Assistant Professor of English and convenor of the seminar, 

proposed the vote of thanks. The session came to a closure with National Anthem.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


