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Contemporary Indian English Studies

6. Marginalization in “The Dark Holds No Terror” A Novel By Shashi Deshpande

Jyothi Cassandra Devi, A
Asst. Prof. of English
Sree Saraswathi Thyagaraja College

Pollachi

Literature is a picture of our own life, which expresses emotions, feelings ideas etc. It promotes a
better understanding of life. That is why we call literature is the mirror of the society. It made every
creative artist to express him/her views both in terms of time and in terms of space about the issues
they wanted to share with the society. Comparatively a new stream arose in the field of literature, and
still it has become an effective voice of Indian culture and civilization at the global level. That started
introduction, in the last century, both in pre and in post-independence period. The perpetual tradition
of Indian writing in English was begun 150 years ago. This is something new in the history of world’s
literature and it has drawn worldwide fascination because of its portrayal of Indian culture and the
features of Indian environment in the frame of foreign language.

This new stream still follows like an effective voice of Indian civilisation at the global level. The
beginning of this growth in the mid of 1930, the big Trio, Mulk Raj Anand, R.K.Narayan and Raja
Rao appeared on the scene. They were the cause for the real beginning of Indian English novels. Their
literary works reflected their age very cutely. They talked about freedom struggle, Marginalization aud
other burning issues of society in their works. The best evidence for this is Mulk Raj Anand’s Coo%!
This novel clearly talked about caste Marginalization. of the sub alterns. After independence, ¢

‘L- arose a new awakening in the Indian sc_)cicty. to bring back the dignity and status of every h
o being, irrespective of caste or creed. This attitude brought awareness both among the creative artists
- ~ and among social reformers to protest against the long history of injustice and plight of women.
=R At this span of time, there appeared few women novelists and they created a new dimens
) novels of Indian writing in English. With their feminine sensibility, they started, opened up
‘view of human nature and woman-man relationship. The most striking featm-g
y Indian English fiction has been the emergence of feminist literature, in the s
women novelists as well as in the sense of giving voice to the sufferings, as
men in a traditionally male-dominated society There are some women
Be, Bhamhi Mnkmjee, Manju Kapoor including Anita Desai, a

jonis Shashi Deshpande’s, The Dark Holds No
-min mmwwm&' 7
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" The Dark Holds No Terror is one such novel by Shashi Despande. It is her second noy,
 written in the first person narrative form, The Dark Holds No Terror tc!ls the nory of a marriage
' the rocks. The novel opens with a prologue which sets the tone of nightmarish experience, at i,
~ hands of a stranger who Saru, the protagonist realizes eventually is no other than her m.m_
~ Saritha’s[Saru]story is a heart rending story. Fate and social conditions seems to have conspired San,
~ Even though she is the first child to her parents, she is considered secondary. No one understands he,

feeling when she really feels for her brother Duruva’s death instead she was acused.

The rejection of her mother is pronounced in the novel as a reminder for hcr dark mlu
When Saru is at their parental home. She recalls the conversation, which recorded in her mind ver,
freshly.

“Don’t go out in the Sun, you will get darker”
“Who cares?”

“We have to care if you don't’ we have to get you married.”

“Will you live with us all your life?”
“Why not?”

“You can’t”

“And Dhurva”

“He is different He is a boy” (40)

When a mother differentiates between her own children as boy and girl, where the girl child
will share all her things where shall the child go? This conversation between Saru and her mother
implanted her rebellious attitude in future. Here Saru’s mothers attitude is typical of most Indian
mothers and clearly echoes the gender and domestic discrimination.

During her studies in medical college, she meets Manohar( in short called Manu) a fellow
student and an aspiring creative artist of her college. She is very much attracted towards Manu and

As Manu is not belongs to her caste she meets some struggle related to caste. After this, she
‘him and leads a life, which she longed to have. Their life becomes quite good. By the words of

-




~ hundred rupees, you should never earn more than four hundred and ninety. If you we nt a happ

lady doctor, she is economically sound and independent. Manu's ego is hurt by her success, he feels
inferior, this sense of inferiority makes him brutal and reflected in her personal life in the form of
brutal behavior and she was humiliated by the beasty actions of Manu during night. She was
marginalized for being a well-cducated bread-winning woman. Her mind is filled with critical
questions and a deep feeling of disillusionment. As saru thinks bitterly

A+b they told us in mathematics is equal to b+a .But here a+b was not definitely equal to bta. It
becomes a monstrously unbalanced equation ... (42) (TDHNT)

This thought of Saru became strong when she had an interview in the

A girl who comes home to interview Saru for a magazine, innocently asks Manu: “How does 1t
fell when your wife eams not only the butter but most of the bread as well?"(200)

At that moment Manu, Saru and the interviewer laugh over it as if it like a joke and it did not
matter. But later that night, Manu gives vent to his feelings through his, beast like behaviour. This ill
treatment continued when ever manu felt that he is insulted.

Because of her mental agony, she wants to escape from the role of a wife and back to her
father's house, after fifteen years of her marriage. She feels a stranger, a Sudama standing at the gates
of the palace of Lord Krishna and Ruckmani. She is now conscious that she was not in rags like
Sudama but feels panic about the reception which she is going to receive from her parental house she
wants to seek refuge from her parental house, from the barbarism of her husband

As Kabitha Sinhu quotes
*I was the first to break
The golden chains

of unmixed ease

no puppet

To your fisted stings...

This condition which followed by the society was sarcastically summed by Saru's imaginary
speech for a successful marriage.” A wife must always to be a few feet behind her husband. If he is an
M.A., you should be a B.A. If he is 5.4" tall you shouldn’t be more tan5.3"" tall. If he is earning five

marriag

>. Don’t even by to reverse the doctor —nurse, executive secretary, principal-teach

se ... no partnership can ever be equal... (137)
of Saru give the clear picture of her bitter relationship with |
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| ‘ ABSTRACT

Women's empowerment has long been a central feature of the Government of India. The social status of
the women is the reliable indicator of the economic development of a society. Tagore has rightly said "“Women
I8 the builder of the nation’s destiny’, they seek integration into the national main streams of equal partners
in program and development”. The rural women are the marginalized groups of owr society. Owing to the
presence of socio economic constraints in the rural areas, women potential for development remains far Jrom
the full utilization and they being pushed back into the social hierarchical systems. Self Help Group (SHG)
plays crucial role in rural and urban areas by manufacturing and selling the products, Marketing the products
made by SHG's is an important and difficult one as the products have to be sold through the rural marketing
concept to the rural people themselves. Marketing these products in the urban areas is much more difficult.
The SHG will have to emphasize on the quality and affordable price to enhance the sales, Therefore SHG will
have to explore the ways and means of providing products and services that meet the needs of consumer and
evolve appropriate communication Strategy and market promotion. It could ;be"méfchdﬂengéi}blforé;hg SHG

women in India. This paper discusses the attitudes and prefbnepces_.ofcqng‘a&‘ggiab:”‘i‘o}t{qqﬂs SH G
Key Words: Self Help Groups, Consumer Attitudes, Preferences 4
Introduction . . . ;
. , , customers. There is a stiff competition from other
Some of the products, which are conveniently 3

players especially in urban areas. The present study,
therefore, is conducted in Udumalpet town in Tamil
Nadu. This city, is a mix of rich and poor, and is
influenced by the rapid growth of urban population.
Many SHGs have been set up in and around the city.
In this context, the present study was found suitable.
Objectives of the Study

The following are the specific objectives of the
study.

; ; T P I. To find out the consumer attitudes and preferences
The main problem which the SHGs encounter is towards the Self Help Group products,

the acceptance of their products by the consumers. BT cisauciie avatrngt thoun Se PN Gt
lence, the present study focuses its attention on ' and the products manufactured by SHG.
: the products of these groups. . e :
:’Zgzl;}(?: r:fzresxlcset:?’: fhcr;r market only ,gf thIc):y 3. To examine the factors influencing the purchase
» F ] )
‘ : - roducts.
iderstand the attitude and behaviour of their o) OFSIFH]P Grupp |

1l
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produced / marketed by SHGs include Palm leaf
products like baskets leal mats, Coconut shell
products. and bead ornaments. IFood items, Pickles.
Sea loods, Wafers (Appalam), Flour items, Bakery
items. Masala Powders. Fried Chips like banana,
lapioca etc, Murukku, Awal, Jams, squash etc,
Embroidery products, Palm candies, Oils like
coconut etc,
Scope of the Present Study
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PROBLEM
S Al;ll\lr) PROSPECTS OF HIGHER EDUCATION
RURAL AREAS OF INDIA

* Mrs. Raji

Abstract
Hi F :

igher education Is the backbone of the modern society. 1t has the power @

tra ' ;
nsform human beings into human resources. Along with primary and secondary

also an instrument [0 build futuré
Fven most of the highe

education higher education is generation. In Indi

majority of the higher educational institutions are urban centric.
] India lack quality. As @ result of that rural population a

educational institutions i rura
cumstances it is seen that gross enrolment ratio 1 Very poor &

deprived. Under certain cir
tion Is even worse for female pop

these rural areas. The situa
enrolment ratio. The paper highlights all these key issues an
ducation. Along with that the

problems that the rural population is suffering in regard to €
paper Lries to find out possible remedies to overcome those barriers.
Key words: Higher Education, ms and Prospects

s
OS>

ulation in regard to £10S
d tries to find out ‘

Rural Areas of India, Proble

Introduction
erful instrument for reducing poverty @

Fducation 1s one of the most pow ]
inequality of 50 hance India’s competitiveness in the glob:

efore ensuring access to quality education for all, in particular fo
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